
 
 

May 8, 2020 

  

Class of 2020 Culminating Events Planning Update 

  

Dear Class of 2020 Parents/Guardians: 

  

We know that you are eagerly anticipating information about how we will be celebrating the 

Class of 2020. Rest assured that discussions have been ongoing since the onset of remote 

learning. Please understand that our plans must adhere to the Governor’s Executive Orders 

regarding social distancing and must also be in keeping with Regional Guidelines for Re-

Opening New York. Because education, arts, entertainment, and recreation are in Phase Four of 

these guidelines, we do not anticipate that there is any permissible way to come together in large 

numbers prior to September when schools may possibly re-open. However, we are excited about 

creating and hosting meaningful and unique events during which we will celebrate the Class of 

2020. Parent and student leadership have been consulted and shared their ideas and preferences 

for culminating events. Provided below is the first in what will be weekly updates regarding 

these plans. 

  

Graduation: We have heard our parents’ clear preference for a “social distancing live event.” As 

noted above, such an event would not be in keeping with current Executive Orders and the 

uncertain timeline of Regional Re-Opening Phase Four. Therefore, virtual, recorded ceremonies 

are being planned which will include all the student-centered elements of a live event.* Prior to 

the broadcast of the ceremony, we are planning for pre-commencement distribution of caps and 

gowns. This will allow each graduate to pre-record a brief element to be included in the 

graduation broadcast. We are also planning for the individual presentation of diploma jackets 

(photographer to be present) as part of a unique event—details to follow at a later date. North 

High School and South High School will broadcast their respective ceremonies at the originally 

scheduled times. Village School plans on an evening broadcast on a date to be determined. 
 

*Our experience with on-line meetings/events makes it inadvisable to host a “live” ceremony with an entire 

graduating class concurrently on-line, especially given the number of participants. In addition, if even one graduate 

experienced connectivity issues they would be unfairly excluded. 

  

Senior Awards: Planning for the virtual presentation of Senior Awards is also under way, with 

each department participating in a larger presentation recognizing the Class of 2020’s 

achievements. 

 

Senior Prom: Unfortunately, we do not see a reasonable process by which the Senior Proms can 

be recreated and hosted by the schools at a later date. Dates cannot be planned without knowing 

when and how Phase 4 of the re-opening will take place. It would also be improper for the 

schools to collect and distribute the payments required to run the event. We are looking into 



 

whether funds that were collected to offset the cost of the Senior Proms may be used to support 

an “Early Reunion” should alumni or parents choose to organize and host such an event. 

 

Celebration of College Choice/Post-Graduation Plans: Some students have already celebrated 

with each other informally. Building plans for school organized celebration and recognition are 

under development. 

 

Senior Event: We look forward to partnering with the Class of 2020’s parents to hold this event 

once schools re-open. Based on conversations with parent leadership, South High School hopes 

to hold the event over the Thanksgiving break, and North High School plans to gather over the 

winter recess. 

 

In closing, you may look forward to weekly updates regarding these celebrations. As always, we 

hope that this communication finds you and yours safe and well. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

Dr. Daniel Holtzman Dr. Christopher Gitz 

Principal Principal 

Great Neck North High School Great Neck South High School 

 

Stephen Goldberg Dr. Stephen C. Lando 

Principal Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Education 

Great Neck Village High School Great Neck Public Schools 


